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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN VISITOR CENTRE — OPERATOR 
414. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. The Queensland company the Premier awarded the contract to is noted as saying in 
MICE Business Tourism News, and I quote, that “it will consider retaining existing staff at the WA Visitor Centre.” 
Given the Premier’s WA Jobs Act was assented to on 13 December last year, and given the Premier assured the 
people of WA that WA contracts would go to WA companies, is the Premier’s act worth the paper it is written on, 
and are his words in that advertisement to be believed?  

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

We do know that under the last government, there was a loss of tourists to Western Australia. We know they had 
a succession of dud tourism ministers under the former government, and the tourism numbers were going down. 
Under this government, I must say I think we have the most enthusiastic tourism minister in the history of this 
country and the most enthusiastic promotor of Western Australia in the history of this state. He is the Eveready 
bunny of tourism ministers. He is out there promoting Western Australia around Australia and around the world, 
and I think he is doing a very, very good job of it.  

There is the member for Bateman and there is the member for Churchlands. They were referring to Queensland. 
I note that when they were in government, they sent the railcar manufacturing contracts to Queensland, and when 
we asked the question of what level of local content there was in Western Australia, it was two per cent—98 per cent 
Queensland, and two per cent here. As we know, under this transport minister, we will ensure that 50 per cent-plus 
of railcars are manufactured in Western Australia. We will ensure, and this government is ensuring, that we have 
more tourists coming to Western Australia. We have a proactive government. We have certain funding for the 
tourism industry. We want to support all those small businesses and medium-sized enterprises out there to ensure 
that there are more tourists from interstate and overseas, and that is what we are doing.  
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